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The IncoNet EaP project aims to support the advancement of the bi-regional STI 
(Science, Technology, and Innovation) policy dialogue between the EU Member 
States/Associated Countries and the Eastern Partnership Countries, with an explicit 
focus on the Societal Challenges that have been identified to be of mutual interest 
for the two regions, namely Climate Change, Energy and Health. In particular the 
project will identify actions and stakeholders and will implement innovative pilot ac-
tivities to strengthen the coordination and impact of the individual actions.  
 
In terms of policy dialogue, the project will provide analytical evidence and monitor-
ing to feed the dialogue and to support joint agenda setting. A policy mix review will 
be implemented along with capacity building activities with emphasis on the promo-
tion of Innovation. More specifically, links with the EU technology platforms will be 
established allowing mutual learning and exchange of best practices for enhanced 
public-private partnerships between the two regions. In addition, support to FP con-
tacts will be provided to strengthen their role and to adapt their functioning to the 
challenges of Horizon 2020. 
 
The project will build on the experience of its predecessor IncoNet EECA and devel-
op synergies with its sister project IncoNet CA. 
 
Coordinators: 
Scientific Coordinator: 
CeRISS – Centre for Regional and International STI Studies and Support, Greece 
Administrative Coordinator: 
ZSI – Centre for Social Innovation, Austria 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Project is funded under the Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) 

Horizon 2020 is the biggest EU Research and Innovation programme ever 
with nearly €80 billion of funding available over 7 years (2014 to 2020) – in 
addition to the private investment that this money will attract. It promises more 
breakthroughs, discoveries and world-firsts by taking great ideas from the lab 
to the market.  

Horizon 2020 is the financial instrument implementing the Innovation Union, a 
Europe 2020 flagship initiative aimed at securing Europe's global 
competitiveness. 

By coupling research and innovation, Horizon 2020 is helping to achieve 
economic growth with its emphasis on excellent science, industrial leadership 
and tackling societal challenges. The goal is to ensure Europe produces world-
class science, removes barriers to innovation and makes it easier for the public 
and private sectors to work together in delivering innovation. 

 

 

 

Spreading Excellence and Widening 
Participation, Euratom, European Institute of 
Innovation and Technology (EIT), Science 
with and for Society 

Structure 
Excellent Science 
§ European Research Council 

§ Marie Skłodowska-Curie actions 

§ European Research Infrastructures, including e-
Infrastructures 

§ Future and Emerging Technologies 

Industrial Leadership 
§ Leadership in Enabling and Industrial Technologies 

Ý Information and Communication Technologies 

Ý Space 

Ý Nanotechnologies, Advanced Materials, Advanced Manu-
facturing and Processing, and Biotechnology 

§ Access to risk finance 

§ Innovation in SMEs 

Societal Challenges 
§ Health, Demographic Change and Wellbeing 

§ Secure, Clean and Efficient Energy 

§ Climate Action, Environment, Resource Efficiency and Raw 
Materials 

§ Secure societies – Protecting freedom and security of Eu-
rope and its citizens 

§ Smart, Green and Integrated Transport 

§ Europe in a changing world - Inclusive, innovative and 
reflective societies 

§ Food Security, Sustainable Agriculture and Forestry, Ma-
rine, Maritime and Inland Water Research and the Bioe-
conomy 



Innovation in SMEs 
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/innovation-smes 

 

Horizon 2020 actively supports SMEs by providing both direct financial support, and 
indirect support to increase their innovation capacity. 'Innovation in SMEs' aims at creat-
ing a bridge between the core of the framework programme - support to research, de-
velopment and innovation projects - and the creation of a favourable ecosystem for 
SME innovation and growth. Moreover, Horizon 2020 provides direct support to the En-
terprise Europe Network, a key player in improving SMEs' access to funding opportuni-

ties. 
The SME instrument has been designed specifically 
for single or groups of highly innovative SMEs with 
international ambitions, determined to turn strong, 
innovative business ideas into winners on the market. 
Participants will be able to call on business innova-
tion coaching for the duration of their project.  

§ Phase I (proof-of-concept): Explore the scientific or technical feasibility and commer-
cial potential of your new idea in order to develop an innovation project!  

§ Phase II (development & demonstration): Develop your sound, ground-breaking 
business idea further into a market-ready product, service or process!  

§ Phase III (go-to-market): Take advantage of additional EU support to enter the mar-
ket successfully. 

Access to risk finance 
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/access-risk-finance 

 

Under the 'Industrial Leadership' pillar, this specific objective 
will help companies and other types of organisation engaged in 
research and innovation (R&I) to gain easier access, via finan-
cial instruments, to loans, guarantees, counter-guarantees and 
hybrid, mezzanine and equity finance. 
Particular support is required for innovative SMEs (and in some 
sectors, microenterprises), especially in the start-up phase or 
after diversifying into new markets.  

 

Instruments 
InnovFin – EU Finance for Innovators is a joint initiative launched by the European In-
vestment Bank Group in cooperation with the European Commission to promote a 
range of debt and equity products and advisory services in order to effectively give a 
boost to the availability of finance for research and innovation. The InnovFin products 
will operate in conjunction with those of EU programme for the Competitiveness of En-
terprises and Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (COSME). 
 

Financial institutions 
 
     European Investment Bank (EIB)               European Investment Fund (EIF) 
            (loans for companies)                   (guarantees to banks and venture investment) 

How to participate in Horizon 2020? 

Find a Call: Participant Portal - Funding Opportunities - H2020 Calls 
 
Partner Search: CORDIS - https://cordis.europa.eu/partners/ 
                            Idealist (ICT)- http://www.ideal-ist.eu/partner-search/ 
                            NMPTeam (NMP) - https://www.nmp-partnersearch.eu 
                            Fit for Health (Health) - http://www.fitforhealth.eu 
                            IMI (Health) - https://cloud.imi.europa.eu/web/eimi-pst 
                            EEN (SMEs) - http://een.ec.europa.eu/services/going-international 
Brochure on Partner search for Ukrainian researchers is available on NIP Ukraine web
-site: http://www.fp7-ncp.kiev.ua/index.php/uk/2020/page-199/. 
 
Registration: Participant Portal - How to participate - Register\Beneficiary Register 
Brochure on Self-Registration and Organisation Registration for Ukrainian researchers 
is available on NIP Ukraine web-site: http://www.fp7-ncp.kiev.ua/index.php/uk/2020/
page-203/. 
 
Proposal Submission: Participant Portal - Funding Opportunities - H2020 Calls - 
Electronic Proposal Submission on a specific Topic page. 
 

H2020 Online Manual - Participant Portal - How to participate - H2020 Online 
Manual 
 
The H2020 Online Manual offers: 

§ an overview of all steps you need to know for the electronic 
management of proposals or grants; 

§ easy navigation by process steps; 

§ a brief descriptions on how to complete your tasks. 
 
Links and references to: 

§Guidance notes, templates; 

§User manuals of the relevant tools; 

§Frequently asked questions. 
 

Network of National Contact Points: Participant Portal - Support - National 
Contact Points. 
The network of National Contact Points (NCPs) is the main structure to provide guid-
ance, practical information and assistance on all aspects of participation in Horizon 
2020. NCPs give personalised support on the spot and in applicants' own languages. 


